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Happy New Year!!!  Well…here we are in January.  The holiday season is 

behind us, second semester has started and the cold, winter weather has 

finally settled in!  “Snow days” are here….well maybe!    Prior to break, the 

man in the red suit stole my show.  Now it is S-N-O-W!    No matter what 

winter may throw at us, we are ready and working hard.  We have first grade 

to get ready for!     

 

Snow Days 

Snow days and early releases and delayed openings…OH MY!  Here are just a 

few important reminders on inclement weather.   

Delayed Openings:   

 *11:00am start time 

 *breakfast not served 

Early Releases:  

 *notify office of change in transportation ASAP 

Please DO NOT email a change to me if an early release is called because of 

weather.  You must call the office to ensure the message is received.   

 

Snack 

Just a friendly reminder that January snack is due!   

 

Birthdays 

Just another reminder…if you plan to send in cupcakes for a birthday, 

PLEASE send me a note. I need to check our schedule to make sure I can 

have them.  Also…cupcakes must be small, mini cupcakes!  They MUST, 

MUST be nut free and processed in a nut free facility!  This is not just my 

policy.  It is a school wide policy.  The cupcakes are checked in the office 

and will be turned away if either are present.   

 
New Students 

I would like to take a moment to welcome Sofia and Sherlyn, and their families, to 

Falmouth!  Over vacation, 3 students moved.  We now have 23 students.   



 

Clothing 

With the weather changing, more coats and hats are coming in.  Make sure 

all clothing is labeled.  It will help keep items from going to the “Lost and 

Found”.   

 

100th Day Shirt 

A note went home asking for a new, white shirt for a 100th Day activity.  

They were due today but I can take them on Tuesday.   

 

Scrap Paper 

I use scrap paper in the art station and for quiet time/indoor recess 

drawing. If anyone happens to know someone who works in an office that 

rids computer paper or packing paper and can donate it… it would be 

AWESOME!!!   Also….sometimes, here at school, teachers may make mistakes 

on something they are copying, so I take it and use it as scrap paper.  I 

wanted to let you know in case you have seen drawings on the back of some 

worksheets.    

  

PALS 

It is that time of year…mid-year PALS.  Boy…it seems like it was just 

yesterday I was going over the fall PALS with you at parent conferences.  I 

was assessing this week and will continue into next week! There is no 

benchmark for mid-year but it will show the progress your child has made 

since the fall.  Once I am done with everyone, I will send home scores. 

       

Coloring Books 

With the cold temps and snow…we see more indoor recess days!  I have some 

scrap paper and often pick up cheap coloring books for them to color.  If 

anyone were interested in donating some, it would be appreciated.  All 

donations are welcomed! 

 

Academics:  It’s a very exciting time for all of us here in kindergarten.  

Lots of learning continues to take place and SO MUCH progress.  Yippee! 

  

Language Arts/Reading: We have studied the letters m, s, a, t, n, l, n, p, and 

h phonics.  This week we will work with the letter Ii.  We have also done a lot 

with Short Aa word families such as at/an/ap/ag.  Each week, I focus on one 



letter for handwriting and sound.  But do know that I am not limited to just 

reviewing that letter.  All letters and sounds are reviewed daily and 

practiced.  The reading/writing process is like stacking blocks.  We are 

constantly adding on, building up, and reviewing our work!  We have been 

working very hard on handwriting too!  We are trying our best to write in 

lower case letters and position the letters on lined paper.  I have seen a 

terrific improvement!!  Please be sure to practice the letters and sounds at 

home.  Our Concept of Word poem for the next 2 weeks will be I’m A Little 

Snowman.  We will work on finger pointing and using word clues to ensure 

they’re reading the correct word.  

Here are some important strategies we use in class to read:   

      *Point to the first letter of the word.    

      *Do NOT slide your finger below the words.  Lift and point! 

      *Tap out (under the word) the syllables. 

      *Don’t be afraid to self-correct!  Re-read it as many times as you need! 

 

We’ve been in our specific “flexible” or “guided” reading groups for a couple 

of months now.  Flexible or guided groups work according to skills.  As a child 

becomes comfortable with certain skills, he/she will move to another group.  

While I’m working with a group, the other groups are working on independent 

activities.  Independent activities usually consist of theme projects, review 

sheets, and station time.  Modeling of all independent work takes place 

before they begin to work.  All activities are designed to require very little 

“teacher” assistance.  And…all activities do have a purpose!!  Whether it is 

to help with fine motor skills, cutting, coloring, review of reading/math skills 

etc., there is a reason!!   

We’ve been working in Unit 4 of our reading series.  The comprehension skill 

is Analyzing Story Elements such as characters, setting, and plot. The 

children and I have been working on how to look closely at picture clues and 

text to figure out what is happening with the characters and how they are 

feeling.  Now, I am adding in story elements.  They have to use clues to 

figure out setting and events that are taking place in the story.  All of the 

comprehension skills we have worked on so far go hand in hand.  Each unit, we 

just add on!  The children know the skills help to understand the story 

better…giving us a clear picture!  Here is the list of the comprehension skills 

we have done: Problem/Solution, Main Idea/Supporting Details, Analyzing 

Characters, Sequencing and Analyzing Story Elements.   Please use these 

terms with your child when discussing stories at home.   



Comprehension can be tricky, at times, for our kiddos.  Kindergarten children 

usually can answer basic literal questions.  However, getting them to use 

clues from the story, when picture clues are not present, to answer 

inferential questions can be more challenging.  It takes time.  One thing I 

often see is children answering with a lot of “extra” information….sort of 

“skirting” around the questions.  We have been doing a lot of work “fine 

tuning” our answers with less prompting from me.  We are getting there!     

The children have been doing a wonderful job.  At any time of the day, I can 

hear conversations taking place discussing or using the skills in activities we 

are doing. It is AWESOME!!  I hope you experience it at home!  

Math:  Math skills are also improving.  We continue to work on patterns, 

place value (ones/tens),number writing, counting and one-to-one 

correspondence and graphing!  Most recently, we have been working with 

number combinations.  Combinations help the children make the connection 

to math facts. I start with using manipulatives to show the different 

combinations for each number.  Then we begin to add math sentences. Over 

the last couple of weeks, we all started with 3.  Children will move on once a 

number has been mastered by having automatic recall. Manipulatives are a 

very important part of math.  They are objects we use to help the children 

understand the concept being taught.  It is a “hands-0n” approach.  Many 

valuable math activities are not recorded with pencil and paper! But…I do 

assure you we are making nice progress!! We also continue to learn strategies 

to solve word problems.  Again…the children have 4 steps they must do to 

help them solve problems.  I know that I already shared the steps with you.  

However, I feel it is important to share again!    1. Draw a picture.  2. 

Number what we are counting.  3. Write answer and math sentence.  4.  

Color(if time).   Making the problem is more concrete and helps them better 

understand the concept.  As we continue to practice, I move to drawing the 

problem.   

 

Social Studies:  We have started our discussion on Martin Luther King Jr. 

and his contributions to the world this week and will continue next week.   

Science:  We will continue working on winter and soon be starting forms of 

water.    

 

Conversation Starters…. 

  *Say as many “an” and “at” family words you can think of.  

   (cat, sat, pat, can, man, tan)   



  *Try writing a sentence using “an” or “at” family words.   

  *Count to 50 or higher. 

  *Who is Pocahontas?(Native American, Chief Powhatan’s daughter)    

  *Who did she help? (People who traveled from England and  

   settled in Jamestown.) 

  *Where was she born?  (Virginia) 

  *Write all the combinations for the number 3.  

   (3+0; 0+3; 1+2; 2+1) 

   

 

 

 

Thanks for your time and support!! 

Have a great week!! 

 

Sincerely, 

Audra Gulick 


