
This year we celebrated our school, Rodney Thompson turning 20! 

But who was Rodney Thompson? His name was Rodney E. 

Thompson (obviously) and he was a middle school teacher for 33 

years. He trained teachers in technology and helped develop the 

schools Computer Science program. He was loved by teachers and 

students for his dry wit, gentle demeanor, and dedication.  

But what happened at the Rodney Thompson turns 20 event? Well, 

first of all there was 5k “Zombie Run” around the track and into the 

woods (3.1 miles). Some high school and middle school students 

got zombie makeup on to scare participants in the run. Participants 

that finished the run without getting the  bandana in there pocket 

taken from zombies got a Survived certificate. Participants that got 

there bandana taken out of there pocket from zombies got an Infect-

ed certificate. There was Bouncy Houses, Bouncy Obstacle Cours-

es, Bungie Bean Bag Race, and Jousting. There was also Face 

Painting, Sidewalk Chalk Contest, a Pumpkin Patch, and lots of 

Games! In addition our High School Dance & Cheer teams per-

formed for us! There was Local Vendors which were REALLY 

good too. There were also teachers who sat in the dunk tank and it 

was only $1.00 to dunk them! It was a BLAST!   
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The Dangers of Halloween! 

INSPIRATIONAL WOMEN THROUGHOUT HISTORY 

Throughout history there were many inspirational 

women who accomplished things that other people 

thought were impossible to achieve. These women 

helped to shape history and make our world a better 

place. They contributed to a multitude of things, any-

thing from changing a law to making a huge difference 

in the world. These women inspire people all over the 

world and will inspire you to think outside of the box. 

Here are a few of these amazing and inspiring women. 

 

1.) Helen Keller was very young when she lost her 

sight and hearing. She defied everyone's expectations 

when she graduated with a bachelor's degree. She in-

spired generations of activists for disability rights. 

Keller said that ̈ life is either a great adventure or 

nothing.¨  

2.) Bessie Coleman was prevented from holding a  

pilot's license in the U.S. due to the fact that she was 

both African American and a woman. Coleman didn’t 

let that stop her though, she moved to France and be-

came the first woman of African American and Native 

American descent to earn an aviation pilots license. 

Sometimes, thinking outside of the box and bending 

the rules is the best way to achieve your dreams.  

3.) Noor Inayat Khan was the first Muslim female war 

hero, Khan was an undercover operative in France 

who was betrayed by her colleagues, tortured and exe-

cuted but never gave away Allied secrets.  

4.) Irena Sendler was a Polish nurse who smuggled 

thousands of Jewish children out of the Warsaw Ghet-

to (and away from certain death) throughout the early 

1940s. She taught us that no matter  the circumstanc-

es, we must always do what is right. Sendler risked 

her life as well as the lives of her family and friends to 

save those children.   

5.) Beyonce is a 22 time Grammy award winning art-

ist. She has created and sung many amazing pop 

songs over the last 20 years. Beyonce performed at the 

super bowl twice! She taught us that dedication is eve-

rything.  

 

https://www.marieclaire.co.uk/news/most-

inspirational-women-575925 

 
Halloween may seem like a fun and friendly holiday to celebrate with friends and family, but 

sometimes it can go very wrong. There are multiple cases of needles or sharp objects being put in     
Halloween candy. There are also some cases of drugs or poison being put in our sweet treats. The candy 
that is most likely to have these things in it are Reese's cups. The reason 
for this it because the wrapper can easily be removed. This is why you 
should always check you candy before eating it. 

 
     People who put these things in candy usually get away with it. This is 
because it is very hard  to track where the candy came from. During Hal-
loween you put way too much trust into the people you get candy from. 
We leave everything we learned about stranger danger behind us which 
makes us so much more vulnerable. Even though these things rarely    
happen it is still a precaution people should take.   
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DO YOU WANT TO LEARN A NEW LANGUAGE? 

 
Speaking a foreign language is a very helpful skill because even knowing the basics in middle 

school could help you excel as you get older. Many universities like to have students who are fluent in 
more than one language, so starting to learn in middle school could be a valuable skill for later. Before 
you choose a language, think about a country that interests you, or where you want to live one day. 
Once you have thought of that, it might be easier to decide which language you want to learn. If you 
plan on living in an English speaking country, try to think of languages that could be useful when you 
get a career. 

 

First of all, when you try to learn a new language without being fully immersed in it all the time, you 
need to remember that foreign languages can be hard, but they often turn out to be worth it! So, as you 
start to learn in middle school, keep in mind that you have to be patient and persistent if you want to 
learn quickly.  

 

Next, you have to remember not to get discouraged if you sometimes have a hard time trying to keep up 
with regular school and then trying to learn something you may have never seen before. It isn’t easy for 
anyone to learn something brand new, but you have to remember to keep trying and you can always 
take a break for a day if it gets to be too much. However, it is very helpful to speak your new language 
every day, even if you make mistakes.  If you know anyone who is fluent in the language, you can ask 
them if they want to speak with you so you can hear correct pronunciation and maybe learn new words; 
even if you are confident, this could help you to practice more often and hopefully get a better feel for 
the language. 

 

One day, you will definitely understand why it is so important to learn a foreign language! So, make 
sure you try before you decide you can’t learn anything new. If you practice at least an hour every day, 
you could have a lifelong skill in less than a year! Good luck!  
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HALLWAY EXPECTATIONS! 

Yes people your prayers have been answered, VSCO (Visual Supply Company) Girls 

are coming to an end. Phrases like “And I Oop” and “SKSKSKSKSK” have died out. 

Hydroflask and Puka Shell necklaces are just common now, Hydroflask are no longer 

VSCO and Puka Shell necklaces have been normalized. Teachers have banned phrases 

like “And I Oop.” I for one know that some RTMS teachers have banned those phrases. 

Students are no longer saving the turtles and are now using plastic. Everyone wears 

scrunchies on their wrist. Every single person wears Vans and oversized sweatshirts/

shirts. R.I.P VSCO stereotype.  

Walking in the hallway is a 

very important idea to keep in 
mind. You can slip, fall, trip on 
anything you didn't see in your 
way. Fall is not a fun thing to 
happen, that's why you need to 
be aware of your surroundings 
when doing   anything.  

 
When teachers tell you to 

walk you probably should think 
about why they are saying that 
and do it, because if you don’t 
you might get hurt by slipping or 
falling. Getting hurt is the last 
thing this school wants from 
someone.  

 

                                  
 They want the best for 
you by learning and doing good, 
and probably not getting injured 
and not coming to school if it's 
bad enough. 

FOCUS IS KEY TO SUCCESS  

VSCO GIRLS ARE FINALLY COMING  

TO AN END! 

Teachers are always here to help you, but 

when are the one needing help, and your 
just fooling around they don't want to help 
as much. Being focused is a really im-
portant item to success in school, you can 
bring stress balls, fidget cube, to school to 
maybe help you focus in class for the best 
grades you want to earn. When teachers 
are helping you should respect them be-
cause they are taking their time off to help 
you. When you goof off when they help 
you they think you won't care, so take 
their help as a golden ticket that you just 
earned out of the 7.4 billion people in the 
world.   
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Ms. Neville’s 

Corner: 

Tips for  Reading 

Thompson Times, 

with a Purpose! 

1. Identify the main idea 

for each article. Be 

sure to list supporting 

details. 

2. Find three things you 

did not know, prior to 

reading this issue of 

Thompson Times.   

3. List five new vocabu-

lary terms you learned 

from this issue of 

Thompson Times.  Be 

sure to use them in a 

sentence when texting 

with your friends over 

the break. 

4. Connect to the text!  

Select an article, then 

right how you connect 

to the text! 

5. Identify the text    

structure used in five 

articles in this issue. 

6. Read and analyze an 

article, then use the 

text to make an       

inference or draw a 

conclusion. 

7. Imagine you are a 

“Jaguar Journalism” 

student.  Create an  

article to be submitted 

for Thompson Times. 



So as you know, there are many different holidays in 

December. You may not know about them because, 
well you don't celebrate them. Most people only know 
about Christmas and maybe Hannahka. But there are 
quite a few more. 

One of those holidays is very well known, Christ-
mas. Christmas is the celebration of Jesus  ́birthday. 
On  Christmas people give each other gifts. But some 
are also given by Santa and his elves. These presents 
are under a Christmas tree. A Christmas tree is a tree 
decorated, and put inside their house to get into the 
spirit of Christmas. Another Christmas tradition is 
stockings. Stockings are basically huge socks you 
hang on your fireplace or wall. Sometimes there are 
presents inside. 

      This next holiday is a 
Jewish holiday and it is Ha-
nukkah! You get gelt which 
is chocolate coins, you also 
eat/make lakas,and lastly 
you open presents eight   
presents/money. The story     
behind it is that there were 
invaders that were Greek-Siberian and they did not  
allow the Jewish people to practice their religion and 

they wrecked their synagogue and they only found oil 
for one day only but instead it lasted for eight whole 
days! It was a miracle, because it didn't burn out or 
die. Now we light a menorah which holds the eight 
candles and we light one every day until the holiday is 
over. Did you know there are 9 candles on a menorah 
and that extra one in the middle is only the lighting 
candle?  

The last holiday were talking about is Kwanzaa. 
Which translated from something means ̈First Fruits ̈. 
It is a African American celebrated on December 26th 
through January 1st. It’s a parade to celebrate the first 
harvest. Dr. Karenga created Kwanzaa in response to 
Christmas commercialism. That basically means that 
he made a holiday because of all the Christmas com-
mercials. He also created 7 principles for Kwanzaa. 
Over the week Kwanzaa lasts they celebrate they    
celebrate a different principle each day. These are the 
principles: Umojo (unity), Kujichagulia (self          
determination), Ujima 
(collective work and re-
sponsibility), Ujamaa 
(cooperative economics), 
Nia (purpose), Kuumba 
(creativity), and Imani 
(faith). 

Daylight saving starts in spring every year at 

2 AM on the second Sunday of March when 
we ‘spring forward’ one hour. When it ends at 
2 AM on the first Sunday of November, we 
‘fall back’ one hour so that we gain an hour of 
sleep and daylight.   
 

  The reason we started to use it was because 
we wanted to have more sunlight during the 
day. Some say it was first adopted by farmers 
so they would have more daylight to work in 
their fields, but we haven’t kept it all these 
years because of farming. According to CNN, 
it was adopted in the United States and many 
other countries so we could save electricity by 
taking full advantage of the daylight. In win-
ter, we go back to standard time so we can 
wake up to sunlight instead of darkness, but in 
the summer we can rely almost completely on 
daylight.  

 

The idea of having it from March to            
November was recently adopted in the US in 
2007, but daylight saving as a concept was 
originally the idea of Benjamin Franklin in 
1784. However, it was not widely used until 
about a   century later, during the first world 

war. The US made the changes official in 1966 
and we continue to use the concept to this 

day.  
 

According to sources 
such as BBC and CNN, 
whether or not Daylight 
Saving Time is actually a 
good idea is still debated. 
Many people still believe 

that it saves electricity because we don’t need 
as much light. However, some studies have 
shown that we may in fact use less electricity 
for light, but we end up using more electricity 
for heat or air conditioning. So, people are still 
debating about the effects of Daylight Saving 
time and whether or not we should continue 
changing our clocks. 

 

In conclusion, we still aren’t sure about what 
we should do about the century long system 
that has been in place since around the time 
Ben Franklin was alive but for now, we can 
just enjoy the extra hour of daylight we get 
every year by keeping this system just the way 
it is!                                                                

WINTER HOLIDAYS 

WHAT IS DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME? 
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CHRISTMAS TREE 

 BROWNIE RECIPE 

Ingredients: 
    Large marshmallows 
    Oreo cookies 
    Black pearl sprinkles 
    Sucker sticks 
    Rolos 
    White chocolate candy melts 
    Candy corn 
 
Directions:  
First push in the stick into the bottom of the marsh-
mallow. Then dip into the chocolate and top with an 
Oreo. Now cut off the top of the candy corn and use 
as a nose. Finally push the sprinkles in for eyes and, 
create a smile. 
 

Ingredients:  
cooking spray                                                
1/2 cup butter 
8 ounces semisweet chocolate chips 
1 1/2 cups granulated sugar 
4 eggs 
1 teaspoon vanilla extract 
1/2 teaspoon salt 
3/4 cup all purpose flour     
16 small candy canes 
16 gold star sprinkles or candies 
1/3 cup rainbow sprinkles 
2 cups green frosting homemade or store bought  
How to make:  
 Preheat the oven to 350 degrees. Line a 

9"x13” pan with foil and coat with cooking 
spray. 

 
 Place the butter and chocolate chips into a 

large bowl. Melt in microwave - heat for 30 
second intervals and stir between each inter-
val until butter and chocolate are melted and 
thoroughly combined. 

 
 Stir in the sugar, then stir in the eggs, one at a 

time, whisking until smooth after each addi-
tion.  

 
 Stir in the vanilla extract. Gently fold in the 

salt and flour. 

 
 Pour the batter into the prepared pan and bake 

for 25-30 minutes or until a toothpick inserted 
into the brownies comes out clean. 

 
 Cool the brownies to room temperature, then 

chill for at least 30 minutes. 
 
 Using the edges of the foil, remove the slab of 

brownie from the pan. Using a sharp knife, 
cut the brownies into 16 triangles. 

 
 Snap the curved parts off the candy canes and 

insert the straight parts of the candy canes 
into the bottom of the brownies. 

 
 Place the frosting in a piping bag fitted with a 

plain or star tip, or resealable plastic bag with 
the tip snipped off. Pipe approximately 1 1/2 
tablespoons of frosting onto each brownie. 

 
 Place a star sprinkle at the top of each brown-

ie, then add rainbow sprinkles all over each 
brownie. 

 
 Serve, or store, covered, in the refrigerator for 

up to one day.   
 
 

SNOWMAN MARSHMALLOW POPS 
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Why do Flowers Blossom in the Spring? 

 Do you know what to do if your getting bullied and if you do do you 

think you would do it? If your a bystander leave immediately and get 
a teacher. If your a victim of the bullying don't aggravate the bully 
and tell a trusted adult as soon as possible. If you get hit DO NOT hit 
back. Lastly if your getting called name just ignore it or joke about it 
in the bully’s presence. 
    Did you know more than 160,000 U.S students stay home because 
of fear of getting bullied? Every 7 minutes a kid gets bullied. 54% 
percent have said they have been bullied at some point! 83% percent 
of girls have reported being bullied and, 79% percent of boys have 
reported being bullied. So stop bullying today!By: Caela  

Everyone loves a good story. I went to the li-

brary and placed a sign in which students could 
place their vote on what their favorite book se-
ries; The Hunger Games or Harry Potter. The 
Hunger Games series is about how the Capitol of 
Panem maintains its hold on its 12 districts by 
forcing them each to select a boy and a girl, 
called Tributes, to compete in a nationally tele-
vised event called the Hunger Games. Every citi-
zen must watch as the youths fight to the death 
until only one remains. District 12 Tribute Kat-
niss Everdeen has little to rely on, other than her 
hunting skills and sharp instincts, in an arena 
where she must weigh survival against love. The 
Harry Potter series is about the lives of a young 
wizard, Harry Potter, and his friends Hermione 
Granger and Ron Weasley, all of whom are stu-
dents at Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and 

Wizardry. He learns how to perform magic and 
comes face to face with his archenemy, Lord 
Voldemort. The winner goes to….. 
               The Harry Potter Series! 
 
       Out of 41 students 21 voted for Harry  Potter 
and 20 voted for Hunger Games. They both are 
phenomenal books and I get why the votes were 
so close. I suggest to read both of these fantastic 
books.  
 

STOP BULLYING! 

BOOK SERIES OF THE QUARTER 
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We all know that in spring the days get longer but 

did you know that since the days get longer the 

plants get longer? Since their food comes from the 

sun when the days get longer the plants are exposed 

to the sun for longer than they are in the darkness of 

winter. Since the plants have more energy from the 

sun in their leaves in spring rather than in the winter 

they have more energy to produce flowers. Also the 

thermal changes outside increase growing speed as 

well as making the germination process quicker. 

 



METEOR SHOWERS 

Do you know what the Milky Way is? The Milky Way is the galaxy that we live in. It can 

sometimes be seen on a clear night where there is no light pollution. Light pollution is when 
there's a lot of light and all you can see in the sky is blackness. But it’s usually in cities.  There 

are thousands of known stars in the Milky Way. 
There could be any number of lifeforms on these 
stars. We don’t know much about anything outside 
the Milky Way besides galaxies, stars, and black 
holes.  
 
The coolest thing about The Milky Way is getting a 
picture of it. Pictures of the milky way are stun-
ning. A photographer caught a picture of a volcano 
erupting under The Milky Way. It is the coolest 
space photo I’ve ever seen in my life. But that’s 
what I think. You might’ve seen something cooler. 
Here’s the picture so you can decide. 
 
 

Did you know there are 6 different major 

types of meteor showers? But that's just the 
major types. There are a TON more. The 6 
major ones are called Quadrantids, Lyrids, 
Perseids, Orionids, Leonids, and Geminids. 
But what is a meteor? A meteor is a space 
rock that enters Earth's atmosphere. As the 
space rock falls toward Earth, the resistance 
of the air on the rock makes it extremely hot. 
What we see is a "shooting star." That bright 
streak is not actually the rock, but rather the 
glowing hot air as the hot rock zips through 
the atmosphere.  
 

    Why would Earth encounter many meteors 
at once? Well, comets also orbit the sun. Un-
like the nearly circular orbits of the planets, 
the orbits of comets are usually quite lop-
sided. As a comet gets closer to the sun, some 
of its icy surface boils off, releasing lots of 
particles of dust and rock. Then, several times 
each year as Earth makes its journey around 
the sun, its orbit crosses the orbit of a comet, 
which means Earth smacks into a bunch of 
comet debris.  
      
      

 
When is the next meteor shower?  Quadrantid 
meteor shower from late night January 3 to 
dawn January 4, 2020. This shower can pro-
duce 50-100 meteors per hour, but its peak is 
short and sweet. To get the best view just use 
your bare eyes. They don't need binoculars or 
telescopes to see them. Find a comfortable 
spot to lie on the ground, far away from lights 
and ideally in a dark-sky area. Bring a blanket 
and dress warmly! Make sure to give your 
eyes about 20-30 minutes to adjust to the dark 
so you can see them well and then sit back 
and enjoy the show. 
 
 

MILKY WAY 
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These are the books on the Virginia's readers choice list this year. Each one has a different and inter-

esting story. If you read at least 4 of the 12 books you can go to the pizza party. If you read 10 out of 
the 12 books then you will earn a Barnes and Noble gift card. If you have any questions you can go 
ask Mrs.Welch the librarian.  
 

Amina’s Voice By: Hena Khan 
 

Braced By: Alyson Gerber 
 

Insignificant Events in the Lfe of a Cactus             By: 
Dusti Bowling 

 
Lost in the Pacific, 1942 By:Tod Olson  

 
Macy McMillian and the Rainbow Goddess By:Shari 
Green  

 
Red Bandanna By:Tom Rinaldi 

 
Refugee By:Alan Gratz 

 
Restart By:Gordon Korman 

 
Two Truths and a lLe By:Sara Shepard 

 
Watchdog By:Will McIntosh 

 
Ambrose Deception By: Emily Ecton 

 
Slider By:Pete Hautman 

I've surveyed students to see if they think music 
from the 70’s and 80’s is better than modern day 
music, here are the results. Three out of the five        
students I have surveyed said yes, music from the 
70’s & 80’s is better than music now. Two out of 
five students said that modern day music is    bet-
ter. So what’s better you may ask? According to 
the survey old music is better than new music. So 
here's some of the most popular songs from the 
70’s and 80’s, 
 

1. “Go Your Own Way,” by Fleetwood Mac  
released in 1977 

2. “Bohemian Rhapsody,” by Queen released in 
1975 

3. “Home Sweet Home ,”by Motley Crue       
released in 1981 

4. “Another One Bites The Dust,” by Queen  
released in 1980 

 “Knockin’ On Heaven’s Door,” by Guns N’ 
Roses released in 1987 

 “Stairway To Heaven,” by Led Zeppelin       
released in 1971 

 “Dancing Queen,” by ABBA released in 1986 

 “Brown Sugar,” by The Rolling Stones re-
leased in 1971 

 “Rocket Man,” by Elton John released in 1972 
 
 

VIRGINIA READER’S CHOICE 

MUSIC OF THE 70’S AND 80’S VS. MODERN MUSIC 
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Mrs. Welch, RTMS Librarian 



Fellow jags boys & girls track, soft-

ball and wrestling are coming up! 

Track & Softball try-outs are in 

March. All students grades 6-8 are      

eligible to try-out. You MUST have 

a VHSL Physical prior to try-outs. 

Try-outs for Softball will be held 

afterschool on Monday, March 2nd, 

2020. The first practice will be held 

March 9, 2020.  

There are also many more sports, 

other than track, wrestling and soft-

ball. Wrestling try-outs are in Janu-

ary. Even if you can’t be an athlete, 

you can at least be an athletic      

supporter.  

THINGS TO DO DURING  

THE WINTER 

National Junior Honor Society 
 

 

Rodney Thompson offers programs like NJHS (National Junior Honor 

Society)  preparing you for high school NHS (National Honor Society), which is 

something that lots of colleges like their students to have experience in so that they 

know you have learned about leadership. NJHS is available for application in seventh 

grade usually around springtime and then you can be a part of it in eighth grade. It is 

a helpful way to figure out if it’s something you would be interested in in high school 

or not. NJHS students get the chance to help teachers in after school and help at 

events. This year, they got to help out at the Thompson 20 party and many more fun 

things are to come.   

 

NJHS is a good program to be in because it teaches you leadership and learning skills 

and can help you when you apply to college. It is a good opportunity because being a 

part of NJHS helps you when your high school considers the candidates to be a part 

of the National Honor Society. To apply, you need to be in seventh grade and you 

need to be willing to spend some time outside of school putting in service/volunteer 

hours. Our chapter is led by Mr. Trotta and Ms. Demars so ask them if you have any 

questions about applications. See you next year, seventh graders! 

Have you ever been bored out of your mind when you can't 

do anything, because it's too cold outside? Well I have, so I 

thought I would keep you entertained and write about 

things to do during winter. You can play outside by building 

a fort with a neighbor (or by yourself/with a sibling), you 

can have a snowball fight, and go sledding! Don't forget, you 

can go on a walk and take advantage of how crisp and fresh 

it is outside. If you are the baker in the family you can make 

cookies from scratch and whip up some nice warm hot cocoa 

for yourself! 

Spring  

Sports 


