
Makerspace in Schools 
(FFES STEM LAB) 

 

The College of Education at the University of 
Mary Washington is working with Ferry Farm 
Elementary to create a Makerspace in 

Schools.   As part of this project,  UMW 
provides us and the Makerspace community 
with information about new technologies, links 
to tutorials, curriculum ideas, and special 
projects.  UMW has also provided FFES with 
several grants to purchase new technology and 
supplies for our eagles to learn with.  

Defining a makerspace can be somewhat 
difficult due to the differences among spaces 
and activities, but the emphasis is on creating 
with technology. STEM education (science, 
technology, engineering, math) has been quick 
to embrace these spaces and technologies, but 
it is important to stress that makerspaces are 
not for STEM activities only. Our Makerspace is 

about creating creative students who use the engineering design process to explore and solve 
problems. The maker movement is about teaching our “student engineers” to think for 
themselves, to think creatively, and to look for do-it-yourself solutions. These spaces aid in 
increasing student engagement and creating an active learning environment. The idea behind 
the maker movement is experimental play that engages students. Makers are invited to play 
with new technology to inspire learning through exploration.  

Ferry Farm’s Makerspace will provide our students the opportunity to develop C5W Skills and 
create STEM opportunities for students.  To provide our students the opportunity to create, 
build, and invent, we are reaching out to the school community to provide recyclable materials 
to use in the Makerspace. A list of needed materials is included below.  We request that you 
send in or drop off items at the school during normal school hours.  We also use these 
materials in the classroom to complete Design Brief Challenges. 

If you own or are in partnership with a company and you would like to donate money to 
purchase unused resources, please contact Mr. Freeman or Mrs. Brooks at 373-7366. 



 

Items Needed for  
the FFES Makerspace 

Altoids tins   Feathers   Plastic utensils - assorted  
Beads Felt   Pom poms (craft) 
Baby food jars Fishing Line  Pool noodles  
Balloons   Flashlight  PVC scraps   
Berry baskets   Glitter glue  Ribbon  
Bottle Caps   Glue Gun Small Low Temp.  Rubber Tubes   
Brads/paper fasteners   Google eyes  Sandpaper    
Buttons   Hammers Soup cans (various sizes) 
Cardboard sheets   Hand Tools Spools  
Cardboard Tubes  Staple Gun    Springs  
Cereal Boxes  Hot Pads String   
Clamps   KNEX any type  Tape Measures  
Cloth Scraps  LED lights  Tinker Toys  
Clothespins Legos any type Tissue or shoe boxes   
Coffee Cans  Level (small)  Twine   
Contact paper  Lincoln logs   Twist ties  
Coppertape   Liter and 2 liter bottles Wheels  
Corks   Marbles  Whipped cream container 
Cups  Margarine Tubs and lids Wood blocks   
Dowels various sizes  Oatmeal Containers Wood scraps  
Duct or Electrical tape   Paper bowls   Yarn 
Egg cartons Paper towel tubes   Yogurt Containers  
Empty film canisters   Ping Pong Balls   Zip lock containers 
Empty tape spools   Plastic Lids and Caps   Zip ties  

 


