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April 17, 2020 

 

Dear SCPS Families and Staff: 

I hope this letter finds everyone healthy and ready for the weekend. 

Stafford County Public Schools (SCPS) is committed to the social-emotional and physical health 
of all students and staff. It would not be unusual as the health crisis continues and we are asked to 
remain in our homes, avoid unnecessary contact with others outside the home, and practice social 
distancing that children and adults may experience emotional uneasiness.  

Our school counselors, social workers, and psychologists are available to discuss any concerns you 
may have related to emotional wellness. SCPS student services support staff are available Monday 
through Friday. I encourage you to connect with them through email or by contacting your child’s 
principal. Staff typically respond within 24 hours during the school week. For emergency 
situations, please use community resources such as the Rappahannock Area Community Services 
Board available at 540-373-6876. In addition, social-emotional resources are available on the 
SCPS website. 

The Centers for Disease Control and our local health department reports the Coronavirus is 
escalating in Virginia. We do not want to increase the risk of infection for our families and staff. 
As such, we are not allowing the retrieval of any belongings from our buildings. I will              re-
evaluate this temporary restriction next month. Thank you for your patience and understanding. 

While we are not able to access our buildings, SCPS remote learning activities are taking place at 
every grade level. Teachers are communicating regularly and facilitating engaging learning 
activities. They are providing feedback to students that helps them better understand their 
performance and how they can improve if necessary. Please continue to reach out to them through 
email with comments or questions related to your child’s learning.  If you have concerns that your 
child is not engaged in learning activities, please contact the teacher or principal who will reach 
out to your child.  

To further support learning, Snap & Read is available to all staff and students. The icon for this 
Google Chrome specific reading tool is located at the top right of the Chrome toolbar. Snap & 
Read highlights text as it is read aloud in multiple languages across websites, PDFs, and Google 
documents. This tool supports a number of diverse reading needs, including students with dyslexia, 
English learners, and even students who want to build upon their current vocabulary. Instructions 
for using Snap and Read are available on the SCPS website. 

We are moving forward with plans for a live graduation for our high school seniors. We have 
scheduled graduation for August 1, 2020, at 8:00 a.m. The live graduation ceremony is contingent 
upon the orders of Governor Northam. If he determines that we are not allowed to open our 
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schools on August 1, or we cannot have large social gatherings, then we will plan an alternative 
graduation ceremony.  

Next week, I will share information about middle school course registration for the upcoming 
school year. I will schedule transition programs for rising 6th and 9th grade students when we have 
greater clarity about when our schools can open. Looking forward, SCPS is also developing a plan 
for summer learning experiences, and I will provide additional details as they are available. 

I hope you are enjoying the many positive messages posted on our social media platforms. I am 
supporting the #SCPSStayEngaged movement in a special way next week. Join me on the school 
division’s Facebook page Tuesday, April 21, 2020, at 3 p.m. when I will read Aaron Blabey’s Pig 
the Pug (targeted for grades K-2). 

Again, I want to thank all of you for your continued support during this unprecedented time. 
Working together and supporting each other will only strengthen this great school system. I wish 
all of you and your families great happiness and health. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Scott R. Kizner, Ph.D. 
Superintendent 
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